HOMER VS. LISA AND THE 8TH COMMANDMENT 
by 


Steve Pepoon 


ACT ONE 
FADE IN: 
EXT. FOOT MOUNT SINAI 


SUPER: "SINAI DESERT, 1220 B.c." 


Scome. [ 


It is a panorama of evil. ISRAELITES fighting, lusting, 


partying. . 


ON HOMER THE THIEF 


who is Homer’s distant ancestor. He wears a robe. He 


approaches HEZRON, who is carving a golden calf. 


Other 


little golden calves stand near by, a laa souvenir stand. 


HOMER THE THIEF 
Good evening, Hezron, Carver of Graven 
Images. 
| HEZRON 
Good evening, Homer the Thief. How’s 
business? | 
HOMER THE THIEF 


Been a little slow these past few 


months. Not much to steal in a desert. 


HEZRON 
Do not worry. I figure we’ll be 
wandering out here another two weeks, 


tops. 
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Hezron turns to pick up a tool. Homer the Thief swipes a 
tiny golden calf and sticks it in his robe. 


HOMER THE THIEF 
| Heh, heh, heh. | 
Another man, ZOHAR, joins then. 
HOMER THE THIEF (CONT’D) 
Good evening, Zohar the Adulterer. My 
wife sends her warmest regards. 
ZOHAR 
Ah, yes, she’s a good woman. 
(INSINUATING) Very good. 
‘HOMER THE THIEF 
Thank yous my lusty friend. 


As Homer the Thief pats Zohar on the back, he filches 
zohar’s money purse. 


HOMER THE THIEF/ZOHAR 
Heh, heh, heh. 


There is LIGHTNING and THUNDER as MOSES returns from the 
mountain, carrying two stone tablets. 


HEZRON 
Ooh, Moses is back. 
HOMER THE THIEF 


Everyone look busy. 


MOSES ON THE MOUNTAIN). | Se , ee 


He is carrying two stone tablets. 
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(BOOMING VOICE) The Lord has handed 


MOSES 


down to us Ten Commandments by which to 
live. I will now read them in no 
particular order: Thou shalt not make 
any graven images. 
. HEZRON 
(DISGUSTED) Oh, my God! 
MOSES 
Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. 
HEZRON 
(MUFFLED CURSES) 
HOMER THE THIEF 
(CHUCKLING) Tough break, Hezron. 
MOSES 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
ZOHAR © 
(SAD' BUT SUAVE) Ah, well. Looks like 
the party’s over. 
HOMER THE THIEF 
Hey, Moses, keep ‘em dain? 
| MOSES 
Thou shall not steal. 
HOMER THE THIEF 
(INCREDIBLY ANNOYED GRUNT). 


Zohar and Hezron LAUGH DERISIVELY at Homer the Thief. 


REVISED TABLE ‘DRAFT 7/19/90 PAGE 4. 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - BACKYARD Geene Ss 
TITLE: “SPRINGFIELD: THE PRESENT" 
HOMER is lying in a hammock, SNORING loudly. The two trees 
it’s tied to bend under his weight. There is a glass of 
soda by his side which Santa’s Little Helper drinks out of, 
unseen by Homer. Homer is awakened by FLANDERS YELLING at 
the CABLE GUY, who is an overweight, loutish-looking guy 
with a lot of tools hanging from his belt. 
HOMER 
Huh...? 
FLANDERS 
That’s the most dishonest thing I’ve 
ever heard. I should box your ears 
you, you... Sneaky Pete! | 
- CABLE GUY 
Easy, tiger. 
| FLANDERS 
Now, get off my property! off, off, 
off! | | 
The cable guy leaves. Homer approaches. 
- HOMER 
Hey, Flanders. Who put that bug up 
" your butt? 
_ FLANDERS . 
I wanted to subscribe to that new Arts © 
and Crafts Channel. Well, sir, they 
send over that flimflam man to install 
it, and do you know what he did? 


(MORE) 
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FLANDERS (CONT’D) . ; 
He offered to hook me up illegally to 
every cable channel for only fifty 
bucks. 
HOMER 
(SHAKING HEAD) Boy, what’s this world 
coming to? 
FLANDERS 
You know, that’s exactly what I -- 
HOMER 
Gotta go. . 
Homer starts running after the cable installer. 
STREET | | ren ae i 
‘Homer throws himself in front of the cable truck. 
HOMER (CONT’D) 
Stop, cable man! Stop! 
In an homage to "North by Northwest", it appears as if 
Homer has. been run over by the truck. But in fact he’s 
only been knocked down by the truck as it skidded to a 
stop. 
CABLE GUY 
What do you want? 
. HOMER 
(SHAKING THE CABLE GUY’S COLLAR) I 
want cable. . Please, please, please, 


please? 
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Well, sport, it comes down to this. 


CABLE GUY 


You can subscribe to them or you can 
subscribe to me. | 
HOMER 
I want to subscribe to you. Heh, heh, 
heh. 
INT. SIMPSON LIVING ROOM - LATER 
The cable guy findenies hooking up the TV. . 
HOMER (CONT’D) . 
I Gliese you probably just do this to 
provide for your family, huh? > 
CABLE GUY 
What? Oh, hey, if you’re having second 
thoughts, just read this pamphlet. 
He hands Homer a xeroxed pamphlet. 
HOMER 
- (READING TITLE) "So Youve Decided To 
Steal Cable." | 
CABLE GUY 
Shhh! 
. HOMER 
(READING) "Myth: Cable piracy is 
wrong. Fact: Cable companies are big 
faceless corporations, which makes it 


okay." 
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The cable guy turns the TV on. A jammed picture clears 
into a picture of a home shopping network. We see a 
porcelain clown. figurine holding balloons with "$12.95" 
flashing on screen. MUSIC: AN ANGELIC CHOIR. Tears well 
up in Homer’s. eyes. 
‘HOMER (CONT’D) 

Cable. It’s more wonderful than I 

dared hope. 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - LATER Sane 


Homer watches TV. A YOUNG COMIC stands in front of a brick 
wall. 


oN Tv - \ 
COMIC (V.0.) 
‘(FROM TV) Don't you hate when you go 
to the bathroom and... there’s no 
toilet paper? 7 
The audience ROARS. 
HOMER . 
(HOWLS) It’s funny ‘cause it’s true! 
The rest of the Simpsons enter carrying groceries. 
| HOMER (CONT’D) 
Family, I have an announcement to make. 
We have cable. 
. BART & LISA 
Cable? Us? Wow! 
‘They drop their qucceries and sit around the TV. 
HOMER 
Sixty-eight channels. MTV for the 
kids. _ (TO MARGE) VH-1 for us. 


(MORE) 


REVISED TABLE DRAFT 7/19/90 PAGE 8. 
Seone 5 COT O 
HOMER (CONT’D) —"E 
Sixteen hundred hours of quality 
programming every day! 
MARGE 
Homer, we talked about cable before. 
Do you really think we can afford it? 
HOMER 
Nothing a month? Yeah, I think we can 
swing that. 
| MARGE 
(MURMURS) Are you sure this is legal? 
| HOMER 
Don’t worry, Marge. Take a look at 
this. 
Homer hands her the xeroxed pamphlet. 
MARGE 
(READING) "Myth: It’s only fair to 
_ pay for quality first-run movies. 
Fact: Most movies shown on cable get . 
two stars or less and are repeated ad 
nauseam." Well, I don’t know. 
HOMER 
Marge -- 
Homer CLICKS the remote control. 
ON TV 


we see two women sitting on a couch. 
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HOMER (CONT’D; V.O.) 
"Hear Me Roar -- The Network For 
Women." 
| WOMAN #1 (V.0.) 
(FROM TV) In the next half hour we’1l 
show you how to cut your first aid bill 
in half by making your own bandaids. 
ON THE FAMILY . 
MARGE 
Sone That’s a asad idea. 
They all settle into place and watch the TV. 


INT. SIMPSON HOUSE =- LIVING ROOM - A SERIES OF MATCH 


DISSOLVES S G 


Various family members watch TV. The one constant is 
Homer, who always stays in the same place. A nearby plant 
_ grows to maturity and dies. ; 

| MEXICAN ANNOUNCER (V.0O.) 
(THRU TV) El Mummeo le pone en el 
"Sleeper Hold". Donde esta los medicos 
de Mexico? 

HOMER 

Pro wrestling from Mexico. You know, 
down there it’s a real sport. 


.MATCH DISSOLVE 
TO: 


PATTY and SELMA watch with Homer. They both smoke, 
clouding the room. 


TRAVEL ANNOUNCER (V.0.) 
(THRU TV). This is Hawaii. 


We hear JUNGLE DRUMS. 
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. TRAVEL ANNOUNCER (V.0. CONT ’D): 
(THRU TV) But so is this. 
We hear a DON HO-TYPE SINGER. 
HAWAIIAN SINGER (V.O.) 
(THRU TV; SINGS) "We are going to the 
hu ke lau / The hu ke uke uke uke uke 
lau..." 
PATTY. 
Truly a land of contrasts. 


MATCH DISSOLVE : 
TO: 


* The family is watching a movie. Seeone 7 
BART 
Cool. This is where Jaws eats the 


boat. 


MATCH DISSOLVE 
- TO: 


BART (CONT’D) 
Cool. This is where Die Hard jumps 


through the window. 


MATCH DISSOLVE 
TO: 


BART (CONT’D) 
Cool. This is where Wall Street gets 
arrested. 


MATCH: DISSOLVE. 
TO: 


Very late at night. Homer is watching the House of 
Representatives Channel. 
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REPRESENTATIVE (V.O.) 
(THRU TV; MATTER-OF-FACT) Mr. Speaker, 
if I could call your attention to the 
Retroactive Subsidy Aupropriacions 
Override Bill, HB-301. I refer you to 


page four thousand five hundred and 


two... 
We hear 435 people RIFLING through pages. 
. HOMER 
They must think people will watch 
anything. 
He picks up the remote control and changes the channel. 
COCKFIGHT ANNOUNCER (V.O.) | 


(THRU TV) Live from New Orleans -- 


this is the World Series of 


Cockfighting. Son of a gun we’ll have 


big fun on the bayou tonight... 


MATCH DISSOLVE 
TO: 


INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - SUNDAY MORNING Scone & 
Homer is still in the same position on the couch. Marge 
enters. 

MARGE 


Aren’t you ready for church, Homer? 
HOMER 
Huh, yeah, wha’? 0h, okay. 


_ Homer changes the channel to a religious station. 
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ON TV 
We see a choir SINGING "A Mighty Fortress is our God". 
MARGE | 
Come on. The exercise will do you 
good. 
Marge turns the TV off. Homer sits for a beat, then starts 
to get off the couch. There is a VELCRO/STICKY SOUND. A 
Homer-shaped dent is left in the couch. 
INT. CHURCH - DAY | 
Homer listens to REVEREND LOVEJOY. 
REV. LOVEJOY 
Today’s Christian doesn’t think he. 
needs God. He’s happy. He’s got it 
made. He’s got his hi-fi... his boob 
tube... and his instant pizza pie... 
HOMER | 
(LICKING HIS CHOPS) Mm. Pizza. 
DISSOLVE TO: 
INT. SUNDAY SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - LATER | Secna y 


Bart and Lisa are in class. The Ten Commandments are 
written on the blackboard. 


TEACHER 
All right, children. Now, I don’t want 
you to get frightened, but it’s my 
responsibility to teach you this. | 
Today’s topic will be "hell". 


‘The CHILDREN AD LIB: "Yeah", "cool", and “it’s about time" 
as the teacher writes "Hell" on the blackboard. 
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All right. I’ve sat through mercy and 


BART 


I’ve sat through forgiveness. Finally, 
we get to the good stuff. 
TEACHER 
Hell is a terrible place. Maggots are 
your sheet, worms your blanket. 
There’s a lake of fire burning with 
sulphur, you’ll be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. As a matter of 
fact, if you actually saw Hell, you’d 
be so frightened, you would die. 
CLOSE UP = LISA 
looking terrified. 
BART 
Wouldn’t you eventually get used to it, 
like in a hot tub? 
TEACHER 
No. 
MILHOUSE 
How can you burn forever? Unless 
you're real fat. 
TEACHER 
You just do. 
BART 


Are there pirates in hell? 
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TEACHER 
Yes. Thousands of then. 
BART 
Oh, baby! 
MARTIN 
(RAISING HAND) So what you’re saying 
is, there’s a down side to the 
: afterlife. How does one steer clear of 
this abode of the damned? | 
TEACHER 
By obeying the Ten Commandments. 
She indicates them on the board. 
TEACHER (CONT’D) 
Ten simple rules that are easy to live © 
by. 
CLOSE UP - LISA 
still terrified. 
INTERCUT 


with FAST ZOOM IN to the blackboard, focussing in on "Thou 
Shalt Not Steal". 


_INT., SIMPSON CAR | Cre 2) 
Lisa is still terrified. — 
_ MARGE 
- So, what did you children learn about 
today? 
BART | 


. Hell. 
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HOMER . 
Bart! 
BART | 
That’s anak we talked about, hell. I 
sure wie hell can’t tell you we learned 
about hell unless I say hell, can I? 
HOMER 


The lad has a point. 


BART 
Hell, yes. 
MARGE 
Bart! 
BART . 


Hell, hell, hell, hell, hell. 
MARGE 
Bart, you’re no longer at Sunday 
School. Don’t sueae. 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE ~- LIVING ROOM - LATER 
The family rushes in. 
BART 
Hey, anybody up for a little so-called 
pay TV? | | 
Homer and Bart share a LAUGH. Homer rushes over and 
carefully eases himself in the form-fitting dent in the 
eee The rest of the family, except Lisa, sits on the 


LISA 


Dad, are you sure this isn’t stealing? 
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HOMER 3 
Read the pamphlet, honey. 
. LISA 
(READING) "Myth: Cable TV is a 
consumer product. Taking it without 
paying is stealing, pure and simple. 
-Fact: This myth scarcely merits 
debunking." 
Homer turns on the TV. " / 
TROY MCCLURE, a washed-up ’50s western TV star (and 
possible alcoholic), sits on a talk-show type set 
surrounded by several panelists. A sign on the back wall 


reads: "Incredible Scientific Breakthroughs". Graphics of 
test tubes and beakers appear as well. 


ON TV 


TROY (V.0.) 
(THRU TV) Hello. I’m Troy McClure. 
‘You may remember me from such movies as 
"Cry Yuma!" and "Here Comes the Coast 
Guard". But today I’d like to talk to 
you about a pleasant-tasting candy that 
actually cleans and straightens your 
teeth. 
INT. - SIMPSON HOUSE a LIVING ROOM = CONTINUOUS 
HOMER . 
Oh, great! One of those hour-long 


commercials. 
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PANELIST #1 (V.O.) 
(THRU TV) Wait a minute, Troy. I/’ma 
little confused. Dia you say, "cleans 
aha straightens"? - | 
| TROY (V.0.) 
(THRU TV) There’s no confusion, Tina, 
just good science. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I’d like you to meet the 
inventor, Dr. Ernesto Conforte. 
We hear the audience APPLAUD. | 
CLOSE UP - LISA’S HORRIFIED FACE Ses /2. 
LISA’S POV , | 


The living room starts to buckle and heave as flames start 
shooting out. 


CLOSE UP. Simpson thermostat as the needle zooms to the 
limit and breaks off. Stalagmites and stalactites break 
through the floor and ceiling. A river of lava flows 
through the living room. All, except Lisa, continue to 
stare at the TV. 

CUT TO: 
CLOSE UP - LISA’S HORRIFIED FACE 
as flames flicker in her eyes. 


CUT BACK: 


We see the DEVIL (from "Bart Gets Hit By A Car") between 
Homer and Bart, with the rest of the family, on the couch. 


DEVIL . 
Come on, Lisa... Watch a little cable 
- with us. (HE CHUCKLES) 


He CLICKS the remote and we see adorable little ponies 
_ running around on TV. 
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DEVIL (CONT’D) 
I bet you’d like the pony channel. It 


won’t cost you a thing... except your 


soul! 


Lisa SCREAMS, ending her vision. She runs off to her room. 
MARGE 7 
What’s gotten into Lisa? 
BART 
Beats the hell out of me. 


HOMER — 


Bart! 
FADE OUT. 


END _ OF ACT ONE 
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FADE IN: 
‘INT. GROCERY STORE - DAY 
Lisa, Maggie and Marge are shopping. Unseen by Marge, 
Maggie takes items off the shelf and drops them in the 
‘cart. Marge casually eats some grapes from the fruit . 
selection. 
LISA 
Mom, what are you doing? Don’t you 
remember the Eighth Commandment? 
MARGE | 
Of course. It’s thou shalt not... 
uh... covet... graven images... 
“onethins about covet... 
| LISA 
(THUNDEROUSLY) Thou shalt not eteail 
We see that this affects Marge. 
CHECKOUT COUNTER 
The CLERK finishes ringing up their groceries. 
| CLERK | | 
Anything else? = 
Marge looks at Lisa, who looks up at her, hopefully.. 
MARGE | 
Yes. I ate two grapes. Please charge 
me for then. | | 


Lisa smiles. 


19. 
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Two lousy grapes? Who cares? | 
MARGE 
Just charge me something, please. 
‘CLERK 
All right, all right. (INTO Mc) I 
need a price check on two grapes. You 
heard me, two grapes. 
Marge glares at Lisa. 
INT. SIMPSON CAR 
MARGE 
“Thank you, Lisa, for the polite way you 
corrected my actions. 
LISA . 
You’re welcome. But I’m still 
struggling with this right and wrong 
thing. Morality should be black and 
white. But everybody seems to bend the 
rules... (BEAT) I’m frightened I’m | 
going to be the only one in heaven. - | 
As she talks, Lisa observes a MAN taking too many Setn i 
newspapers from a box, OFFICERS EDDIE and LOU each taking ° 
an apple from a VENDOR, and a ANOTHER MAN robbing an ee 
armored car. . 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - LATER 


Homer is watching TV. 
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BLOCKBUSTER ANNOUNCER (V.O.) 
If you didn’t catch it in theater, or 
rent it, or see it someplace else, 
we've got it -- on the Blockbuster 
Channel! 
Lisa walks up. 
LISA 
Dad, why is the world such a cesspool 
of corruption? 
HOMER 
(TO HIMSELF) Oh, great... (TO LISA) 
What makes you say that? | | 
LISA 
Well, at Sunday School we learned that 
stealing is a sin. | 
HOMER 
Well, duh. 
LISA 
But everybody does it! I mean, we’re 
stealing cable as we speak. 
HOMER 
Oh. Hm. Well, look at it this way. 
When you had breakfast this morning, 
did you pay for it? 
LISA 


No. 
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HOMER 
And did you pay for those clothes 
you’re wearing? ; 
LISA 
No, I didn’t. 
My HOMER 
Well, why don’t you run back to your 
hideout, Ma Barker, before I call the 
feds. 
LISA . 
Dad, I think that’s pretty spurious. — 
HOMER 
Thanks, honey. 
SFX: FANFARE 
ON TV 
we see a SPINNING GLOBE. 
BLOCKBUSTER ANNOUNCER (V.0.): 
Friday night, live from Las Vegas. The 
ultimate match-up. The Bout to Knock 
the Other Guy out. 
ON TV | 


The TITLE, "The Bout to Knock the Other = Out," appears 
on screen in big block letters. 


BLOCKBUSTER ANNOUNCER (CONT’D V.O.) 
It’s Watson-Tatum II. . This time, it’s 


for money! 
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TWO BOXING GLOVES come into frame from either side, 
pulverizing the globe. 


ON TV 


HOMER (V.O.) 
Oh, boy! 
BLOCKBUSTER ANNOUNCER (V.O.) 
Only on the Blockbuster Channel. 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE =< LIVING ROOM 


Homer hugs and kisses the cable and festoons it gaily 
around his shoulders. 


HOMER 
- How can one little insulated wire bring 
so much happiness? 
Lisa SIGHS. 
A MONTAGE FOLLOWS . 
EXT. NUCLEAR POWER PLANT - DAY - ESTABLISHING Copal IS 
INT. NUCLEAR POWER PLANT = DECONTAMINATION SHOWERS 
WORKERS, including Homer, are showering at the end of the 
day. A sign reads: "Decontamination Showers. Wash 
Everything." 
| | LENNY 
Hey, big fight comin’ up. 
SMITTY 
You want to come over to my house and 


listen to round=-by~round updates on the 


radio? 
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Yeah, then after. the fight, we can 
“watch the still photos on the eleven 
o’clock news. _ 
SMITTY . 
Not too shabby! Well, what do you say, 
Homer? | 
HOMER 


(COYLY) We could do that, or... we 


could go over to my house and watch the 
whole thing live on cable TV. 
Everyone AD LIBS: "Whoo!" "Wow!" and "Hey, sounds great." 
HOMER (CONT’D) | 
Pass the pumice. 
INT. MOE’S BAR - LATER THAT DAY 
BARNEY 
So, Homer, I hear you got the fight. 
| HOMER 
Yeah, that’s right. Eight o’clock, my 
_ place. 7 
Everyone AD LIBS: "Yeah!" "Oh, wow!" and "Thanks, Homer." 
ae | BARNEY 
Hey, Moe, how come you never got cable 
for the bar? . : 
MOE 
Well, it was éither cable or the 


mechanical bull. 
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Moe points toward a rusting MECHANICAL BULL with cobwebs on 
it. : 


MOE (CONT’D) 
I made my choice and I stand by it. 


INT. QUICKIE MART | S (tne | b 
Behind APU is a monitor on which we see a MAN SHOPLIFTING. 
Neither Homer or Apu notices this. Homer puts a large box 
. labeled "Crate O’ Duff" on the counter. 
| | APU 

Ooh! Somebody’s having a party. 

, HOMER 
Yeah, Friday night. You want to come 
over? | | 
APU . 

Thank you, but this score: 48 open 

twenty-four hours. It puts great 

demands on my time. | 

| | HOMER» 

Too bad. It’s gonna be a great fight. 

APU . | 
_ Oh, . the fight. Why didn’t you say 

something? I’1l get my brother, 

Sanjay, to cover for me. He deplores 

violence of all kinds. 
EXT. CHURCH ~- ESTABLISHING | ¢ Ls Ta 
A sign outside reads: "God, the Original ace . 


Lisa nervously stands in front of the church, then walks 
in. : 
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| 
INT. CHURCH - REV. LOVEJOY’S OFFICE Soe eel 
. LISA | 


_ So, Reverend Poveiev: even if a man 
takes bread to feed his starving 
family, that would be stealing? 

REV. LOVEJOY 
No. Well, it is if he puts anything on 
it. Jelly, for example. ; 
LISA 
(SOLEMNLY) I see. 
REV. LOVEJOY 
(BEAT) Come on, Lisa, you’re here for 
a reason. Is your father stealing 
bread? | 
| LISA 
Maybe. I don’t watch him every minute. 
But what I am sure of is, we’re getting 
cable for free. Is that stealing? 
REV. LOVEJOY 
Not only is that stealing, but it’s 
stealing in part from the Christian 
Network. 
| LISA 


I knew it! 
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REV. LOVEJOY 
Well, you must do something. The : 
problem with dishonesty is it poisons 
your life. It makes you petty, venal 
and suspicious of others. You may 
think you’re getting something for 
nothing, but you’re really paying for 
it with your peace of mind. 

. | LISA 

Should I have my dad arrested? 


REV. LOVEJOY 


Well, Lisa, on,the surface, that would 


appear to be a perfectly logical 
solution to the problem. But remember 
the Fourth Commandment, "Honor thy 
eather and thy mother." "Thy" means 
"your," dear. 

LISA 
Yes, I figured that out from context. 

REV. LOVEJOY | 
Hm... let’s see... Lisa, I’d like you 
to set an example for your father by 
not watching the offending technology 
yourself. 

LISA 


Thank you, Reverend Lovejoy. 
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REV. LOVEJOY 
Glad to help, Lisa. I’ve always 
encouraged the children in our parish 
to come to me with their problems. Of 
course, this is the first time it’s | 
ever actually happened. Sine. IS 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM = DAY 
Bart is alone watching TV. 
TOP HAT ANNOUNCER (V.O.) 
(BREATHLESS FEMALE VOICE) You’re 
watching Top Hat Entertainment. Adult 
programming all day, every day, except 
in Florida and Utah. Coming up next, 
"The Gods Must Be Horny." 
“We hear SLEAZY ELECTRIC GUITARS and SOFT BREATHING. 
; BART 
(WIDE-EYED) Aye Carumba! 


Bart scoots closer to the TV. His eyes bug out and in, as 
he watches the progran. 


HOMER (0.S.) 
Bart! | 
Bart turns, startled, as Homer enters. 
BART 
' Dad! 
Bart quickly evitenes-the channel with the emia: 
BART (CONT’D) 


oh, here’s what I was looking for. 
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STOCK REPORTER (V.O.) . 
Blue chips closed slightly higher... 
Oil service stocks slumped on news of) 
OPEC’s continuing stalemate at their 
meeting in Geneva, switzerland. 
Homer sits next to Bart. 
HOMER 
Son, you shouldn’t watch that other 
channel’. It’s only for mommies and 
daddies who love each other very much. 
I want vad to Bronce me you won’t | 


watch that channel ever again. 


BART 
Okay. 

HOMER 
Promise me. 

BART 


I promise I will never watch that 
channel again. 

HOMER 
Good boy. 


Lisa enters. 
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LISA Crotne. IB ¢ d 
Hi, Dad. I’m not going to bug you 
about it, but I think stealing cable is 
wrong. So I’m choosing not to watch it. 
in the hope that others will follow my 
example. It’s the last you’1ll hear 
‘ from me on the matter. Thank you for 
“your time. | 
_ HOMER 
Hey Lisa -- (CHANGING CHANNELS) Racing 
from Belmont? Horsies! 
| LISA 
I’m afraid you miss my point. . 
Homer looks concerned as Lisa exits. = 19 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE = MASTER BEDROOM 
Homer and Marge are in bed. 
HOMER 
There’s something wrong with that kid. 
She’s so moral. Sometimes she makes 
you feel this big. | 
Homer hold his fingers an inch apart. 
MARGE 
Well, you know Homer, Bart was looking 
-at that racy movie today, and Lisa’s 
losing a little respect for you... 
Maybe we should think about unhooking 


the cable. 
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HOMER Cone ae 
Unhook it?! But I love cable. It’s 
exciting. It’s unpredictable. Cable’s 
brought me all these new friends. 
MARGE 
New friends? | 
HOMER 
Yeah, like that guy in Hawaii with all 
the muscles, the couple in Boston who 
made a fortune at seized property 
auctions, and Joe Franklin. 
MARGE 
Well, if you like it so much, maybe we 
should just pay for it. | 
| | HOMER 
Look, I can’t afford it now. When I 
can afford to pay for it, Iwill. But 
I can’t, so I’m not going to. | 
MARGE 
But Homer, I’m afraid that cable has 
become an evil presence in our house. 
HOMER | 
‘Marge, I’ve never put my foot down 
about anything, but I’m severely 
‘tempted to do it over this. 
MARGE 


Oh, Homer. 
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HOMER 
| Sorry, I think it’s coming down. 
MARGE . 
oh, no, not over this. 
HOMER 
Yes, Marge, it’s coming down. I mean 
it. This time the foot is going to hit 
the floor. - The cable stays. I have 
apoken! 


He literally puts his foot down. SFX: SQUEAK. Homer has 
put his foot down on Maggie’s squeak toy. 


FADE OUT. 
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ACT THREE 
FADE IN: See XO 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM = DAY 


Homer is watching TV and quickly changing the channels with 
the remote control. 


. HOMER 
Seen it. (CLICKS REMOTE) Seen it. 
(CLICKS REMOTE) Seen it. (CLICKS 
REMOTE) Ugh! Soccer. (CLICKS. REMOTE) 
Seen it. (CLICKS REMOTE) Seen it. 
(CLICKS REMOTE) Seen it. (CLICKS 
REMOTE) 


The cable guy enters the room carrying a car stereo with 
wires hanging from it. 


CABLE GUY 
Hey, Simpson! | 
HOMER 
How did you get in here? 
| CABLE GUY 
Well, your door wasn’t locked in any 
serious way. I wonder if you’d be 
interested in this car stereo? A five 


hundred dollar value, but I’11 let you 


have it for forty bucks. 
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Wow! (EXAMINING IT) Wait a minute, is 


HOMER 


it stolen? 
CABLE GUY 
Well, I pried it out of a guy’s car and 
hit him when he tried to stop me. So 
technically, if you want to call that 
stolen, I suppose... | 
HOMER 
‘Get out of my house! I don’t Aeeaciabe 
with criminals. | 
CABLE GUY 
Well, maybe I’11 go see your neighbor. 
| HOMER 
“He’s not home. 
CABLE GUY 
Even better. 
ON HOMER’S worried look as we: 
7 DISSOLVE TO: 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - DAY 
Homer is screwing security bars on a window. 
MARGE — 
Are you sure you want to do this, 


Homer? It doesn’t look friendly. 
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Marge, you can’t be too careful. There 


HOMER 


are thieves everywhere, and I’m not 
talking about the small, forgivable 
stuff. 
WIDEN TO REVEAL 


Homer has put ugly security bars and anti-theft devices all> 


over the exterior of the house. . Ss Q/ 


INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM ~ FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
The room is filled with BOYS. Bart is at the door, 
charging them to come in. He wears a homemade top hat and 
there is a rope across the doorway, which he unhooks to let 
the boys in. 
BART 
Come one, come all, Top Hat Theatre is 
on the air. The most beautiful women 
in the world. Just fifty-cents. I’m 
your host, Bart Simpson. You must be 
at least eight years old to enter. 
TOP HAT ANNOUNCER 
And now, the Top Hat Channel is honored R 
to present, "Broadcast Nudes." 
ON KIDS 
watching TV, their eyes bugging in and out. 
MILHOUSE 
Gross! 
MARTIN 
Yet strangely compelling. - 


Homer enters the front door, carrying his lunch pail. 
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MILHOUSE . , 
It’s a raid! 
The kids scatter. 
| HOMER 
(SPUTTERING) Huh? What the? I know 
you -- come back here... 
Only Bart remains in the room. 
PORNO ACTRESS (V.0O.) 
(TEXAS ACCENT) I’ve got an tages Why 
don’t I get it on with both of you? 


We hear heavy bass MUSIC as Homer glares. at Bart and shuts 
off the TV. Homer starts strangling him. 


HOMER 
Bart, you promised me you wouldn’t 
watch that trash! Now go to your room. 
. Bart starts to leave. 
BART 
(UNDER HIS BREATH) Man, I wish I was 
an adult so I could break the rules. 
Bart exits. Homer watches him go and SHUDDERS guiltily. 
HOMER | 
(UPSET) I/d cancel that channel if I | 
was paying for it! - ~~. S fay To 
Int. NUCLEAR POWER PLANT - MR. BURNS OFFICE - DAY 


In black and white video we see Homer and his co-workers 
showering. oe 
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HOMER 
You should come over to my house and 
watch the whole thing live on cable TV. 


We PULL BACK revealing BURNS and SMITHERS watching'a bank 
of security monitors. 


SMITHERS 
He’s Homer Simpson, sir. One of your 
drones from Sector 7-G. 

BURNS 
Excellent. I’m so keen on seeing 
Watson versus Tatum II, I’d even go to 
an employee’s house. I can picture it 
now -- the screen door off its 
hinges... dirty, mud-caked children 
running about with no pants on... mangy 
dogs staggering about, looking for a 
place to die... 

SMITHERS 
‘Permission to speak frankly, Sir. 

BURNS | 
Permission granted. 

SMITHERS 
Well, you are quite wealthy... 

BURNS 
Thank you, Smithers. Your candor is 


most refreshing. 
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_ SMITHERS . 
No, I mean, why don’t you pay for the 
fight yourself? | 
| BURNS 
Smithers, a big title fight is one of 
the rare occasions that I savor the 
sights, sounds, and yes, the smells of 
other men. | 
. SMITHERS 
You haven’t lost the common touch, sir. 


- INT. SIMPSON HOUSE = LIVING ROOM e* Cage. A 3 


Homer and Lisa sit on the couch. Marge is opening the 
door. BARNEY enters, carrying a six pack, which is plain- 
wrapped and labeled in blue and white letters "BRAU." He 
hands it to Marge. 
BARNEY 
Here, I brought some imported generic 
beer. | 
MARGE 
Thank you, Barney. (TO HOMER) How many. 
people are coming, Homer? 
HOMER 


Just a select circle of my friends. 


Apu comes to the door, carrying a jar stuffed with beef 
jerky. 


APU 
Hello. I have brought an assortment of 


jerkies. 
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HOMER 
Oh, didja swipe those from work? 
APU | 
(OFFENDED) Certainly not. What has 
been implied here? 
ON TV 
the TWO FIGHTERS are being weighed in. 
BOXING ANNOUNCER #100 
. There’s no love lost between these two 
warriors. In fact, we almost had a 
_ scuffle at the weigh-in. 
At the weigh-in, the announcer interviews the fighters. 
BOXING ANNOUNCER #2 
(TO FIGHTER #1) I understand you have - 
a special motivation going into this 
bout. 
CHALLENGER 
I want to dedicate this fight to my 
manager Vinnie, who got me here; and 
then (CHOKING UP) passed away just two 
weeks ago. 
| : BOXING ANNOUNCER #1 
Any response to that, Champ? 
| CHAMP 
Yeah, I would also like to dedicate the 


fight to his dead manager. 
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Wait a minute! Can he do that? He 


CHALLENGER: 


can’t do that. 


The two fighters scuffle as the camera is jostled 
violently. ‘i 


BACK TO LIVING ROOM | Ss bas ay 
Lisa enters and makes an announcement to the group. 
| LISA 

I just want to call attention to the 

fact that I’m not watching this fight. 

It’s my form of non-violent protest. 

. APU 
May I suggest that a hunger strike. can 
also be effective. | 


The others ignore her. ‘Lisa turns and exits. The doorbell 
RINGS. Homer answers it. 


HOMER . 
Moe, good to...’ (SHRIEKS) 
Homer SLAMS the door in Moe’s face and starts running 
around the room, hiding mugs that say "Moe’s" on them. One 
MAN is starting to drink out of a Moe’s mug when Homer 


grabs it, downs the beer and throws the mug in the closet. — 
He returns to the front door and opens it for Moe. 


- MOE 
Hey, Homer. I brought you a mug. 
He hands Homer a "Moe’s" mug. | 
HOMER — 
(OVERENTHUSIASTIC) Thank you, Moe! I 
always wanted one of thewe: 


Behind Moe, Homer sees Burns and Smithers coming up the 
walkway. He SHRIEKS, pulls Moe in and SLAMS the door. 


REVISED TABLE DRAFT 7/19/90 PAGE 41.. 
we “4 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM Sone BL con D 
| HOMER 
Mr. Burns! Bart... quick. Hide the 
stuff I took "borrowed" row work. 


Pens, note pads and copper wiring go flying into the 
closet. 


‘CLOSE UP - THE DOOR S a 5 
as it opens on Mr. Burns. = 
| | BURNS 
Hello, Simpson. . 
PULL BACK to REVEAL Burns talking co Bares: 
BURNS (CONT’D) 
We were just in the neighborhood and 
thought we’d drop by. 
_ ' HOMER 
(STEPPING IN) Hello, Mr. Burns. Would 
you like to watch the fight? | | 
| BURNS | 
‘Don’t mind if I do. Oh, Simpson. Good 


news -- I brought some munchies. 


Smithers -- the Cheetos. 


Smithers holds up the smallest possible bag of Cheetos 

money can buy. Lenny and Carl jump up from the couch, 
making room for their boss. Smithers unfolds a hanky: for ; 
Mr. Burns to sit on. Homer stands watching, aghast, with 

his back to the front door. OFFICERS EDDIE and LOU walk up 

to the door. 


EDDIE 


Excuse me, are you Homer Simpson? 
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HOMER 
(NOT LOOKING) Go away, the place is 
packed. 
‘Homer turns and sees who it is. He SHRIEKS again. 
LOU 
Well, we couldn’t help but notice that 
your license plates have expired. 
EDDIE 7 
Although, if you let us watch the 
fight, we might get so caught up in it 
we’ll forget all about Zt; 
LOU 
The ball’s in your court. 
HOMER 
Be my guest. 


Eddie and Lou sit down. Homer looks outside and sees Bart 
approaching Lisa. : 


EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - BACKYARD Gere 26 
Bart walks up to where Lisa is sitting reading a book. 
BART 
I don’t know how to break this to you, 
dummy, but nobody noticed your protest. 
" LISA 
You did. 
BART 


(SHAKEN) Hey, you’re right. . 
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Se 24 caZ ZL 


we see the Challenger jogging in a snow-filled forest, at 
dawn. ; 


ON TV 


_ BOXING ANNOUNCER #2 

The Challenger learned how to fight a 

the notorious projects of Capital City 

-and honed his skills while serving time 

in Springfield Prison. | 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM 

BARNEY 
All right, a local boy! 


The group CHEERS. Homer looks out the window again. He 
sees Marge carrying Maggie up to Bart and Lisa. 


EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE =- BACKYARD 
MARGE 
Why do you two look so sad? 
a 
She’s sad because we’re stealing cable. 
I’m sad because I noticed she was. 
Marge sits down. | 
| | MARGE 
Well, kids, when you love somebody you 
have to have faith that in the end they 
will do the right thing. 4" 
ON TV 


we see a prerecorded interview with the Challenger. 
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For five years I was locked away from > 


CHALLENGER 


my family and the mothers of my 
children. — . 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE - LIVING ROOM | Scone Z/ | 
HOMER > 
Oh, no. 


Homer looks the window and sees his family through the 
bars. He looks down at himself. 


HOMER’S POV 


He is wearing a drab prison uniform, with numbers over the 
pocket. 


BACK TO WIDE SHOT 
Homer goes to the bars and starts to shake them. 
HOMER (CONT’D) 
Marge, Lisa, Bart... 
ON TV 
The REFEREE instructs the fighters. 
REFEREE 
Abide by the rules, or you will be 
enalized. . | 
‘With an ANGUISHED GROAN, Homer ‘runs outside. 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE = BACKYARD 
Homer goes up to the family. NOTE: Through the following 


scene we should hear the cheers and excitement of people 
watching a boxing match. 
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Excuse me. I hate to interrupt. your 


HOMER 


judging me, but I wanted you to know 
I’ve made a couple of really important 
decisions. Number one: I’m cutting the 
cable as soon as the fight’s over. and 
Number Two: I’m not very fond of any of 
"you. 
Homer turns to go inside. 
; LISA 
‘Dad, are you sure your rightful place 
isn’t with your family out here on the 
lawn? . 
Homer turns back. 
HOMER 
You know, everyone in there respects 
me. How come viobody out here respects 
me? | 
MARGE 
Well Homer, I suppose it’s nice to hava 
respect no matter where it comes from. 
HOMER 
Yeah, exactly. ‘ | 
Homer turns and through the window sees his friends 


WHOOPING it up and generally acting like animals. Barney 
comes } to the window. 
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(WITH HIS MOUTH FULL) Homie, come 


BARNEY 


quick! You’re missing a bloodbath. . 
_(BURPS) | 

HOMER 
(ANNOYED GRUNT) (TO LISA) Why of all 
‘the times you could get through to me, 
did it have to be now? 


Homer sits down with the family. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
INT. SIMPSON HOUSE =- LIVING ‘ROOM S 2 3 
The crowd COUNTS with the referee. ; 
ALL 
Eight... nine... ten... 
BOXING. ANNOUNCER #1 (V.O.) 
This fight is history! A stunning 
knockout by a thunderous bolo punch in 
‘ the closing seconds of the twelfth 
round, and Drederick Tatum is the new 
Champion of the World! 
Everyone WHOOPS and HOLLERS. 
| BOXING ANNOUNCER #2 (V.O.) 
(TEARFULLY) At the risk of appearing 
mawkish, I am not the same man who sat 
down in this ringside deat tverwe 


savage rounds ago. 
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Everyone to my place for blueberry 


APU 


Squishees and microwave burritos! 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - BACKYARD 
Homer, with Lisa on his lap, WEEPS. 
| LISA 
We’re proud of you, Dad. 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - FRONT YARD 
Everyone starts to pour out. 
APU 
(TO BURNS) What a donnybrook. ’ 
BURNS 
Hogwash! Why, I once watched Gentleman 
Jim Corbett fight an Eskimo fellow 
bare-knuckled for a hundred and 
thirteen rounds. Back then, if a fight 
lasted less than fifty rounds, we 
demanded our nickel back. | 
EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - BACK YARD 
Homer: watches the people file out. 
HOMER 
Clippers, please. 
Lisa hands him the wire clippers. 
| LISA 
Go for it Dad! 
BART 


Cut that sucker! 
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Homer climbs up the pole. . 
HOMER’S POV 
looks like he’s a hundred feet in the air. 
WE SEE 
he is only fifteen feet up. Homer takes a deep breath and 
resumes climbing. He reaches the top and cuts a wire. 
It’s the wrong wire. It blacks out the rows of houses down 
one side of the street. 
HOMER 
Oops. 
Homer cuts a second wire. It’s also the wrong wire. Rows 
of houses down the other side of the street are blacked 
out e ; i 
HOMER (CONT’D) 
Third time’s the charn. 


As Homer cuts the last wire, our picture cuts to STATIC for 
the END CREDITS. 


FADE OUT. 


THE END 


